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enin Irag and
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by-15-foot
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placed on the
University of
Montana
campus.
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Group aims to thank to Montana’s fallen

» Grateful Nation
Montana plans to
erect memorial and
help children of men
killed in Afghanistan
and Iraq go to college

By KRISTEN INBODY
Tribune Staff Writer

‘The odds are against the chil-
dren of fallen combat soldiers
graduating from college.

They have lost a breadwinner
to help pay tuition and a mentor
to keep them on track in high
school. With only 4 percent of
infantry soldiers holding college
degrees, their children probably
don't grow up in a family where
higher education is common and
expected for them.

“That creates a perverse
dynamic that makes it ve
unlikely these children will
attend college,” said David Bell, a
co-founder of Grateful Nation
Montana, which “honors the sac-
rifices of the fallen soldiers by
making it very likely their chil-

dren will attend college.”

Bell, a University of Montana
graduate who's now an insur-
ance executive in Bermuda, and
John McCarrick, a New York
attorney who once taught school
on the Fort Belknap Indian
Reservation, came up with the
idea for Grateful Nation in 2007

The program will pay for
tuition at a state school, books,
room and board. The organiza-
tion also mentors the children of
soldiers killed in Irag or

Afghanistan.
See GRATEFUL NATION, 3A

To help, learn more

@ To donate to the scholarship
fund, send checks to:
UM Foundation for Grateful
Nation Project
PO. Box 7159
Missoula, MT 59807

@ To contribute to a bronze
memorial, send contributions to:
Grateful Nation Montana
400 . Main St. Suite 101
Conrad, MT 59425

@ To learn more about Grateful
Nation Montana, go online to
www.GratefulNationMontana.com

Brucellosis spurs elk study

By MICHAEL BABCOCK
Tribune Outdoor Editor

Anincreasing rate of positive
tests for brucellosis in elk has
Montana wildlife managers
planning an ambitious new
five-year study of the animals
in the northern Yellowstone
and Madison valleys beginning
this winter.

Neil Anderson, supervisor of

the Montana Fish, Wildlife &
Parks research lab in Bozeman,
said there is a rising incidence
of seropositive tests in elk over
the last few years in Hunting
District 313, the Gardiner area;
and district 362, the Madison
Valley. The agency has tested
elk there for brucellosis since
the early 1980s.

Seropositive results do not
necessarily mean an animal

COURTESY PHOTOIISH, WILDLIF & PARKS
A cow elk struggles to get up after she was tested for brucellosis by Fish, Wildlife & Parks researchers. FWP plans to test
500 elk over the next five years as part of an ambitious plan to find where brucellosis is concentrated.

Rate of positive tests up in Yellowstone area

has the disease, but it indicates
that the elk has been exposed
toit.

In 1990, researchers found
there was a 2 percent or less
rate of infection in the Gardiner
area — now that rate is almost
8 percent. In the Madison Val-
ley hunting district, the historic
seropositive rate was 2 percent,

See BRUCELLOSIS, 3A

Meeting
More details will emerge
‘when Helena Hunters
and Anglers meet at
7 p.m. Wednesday at
the Montana Wildiife
Federation offices,
5530 N. Montana
Ave., Helena.

Sarah Palin;

By MIKE GLOVER
and CHARLES BABINGTON
The Associated Press

DES MOINES, lowa — Sarah
Palin, the telegenic Republican
who exasperates and delights
voters about equally, i drop-
ping ever more hints of a presi-
dential bid, including a visit Sat-

urday to the key state of don't think about

Towa. . Sarah Palin”
The offcial purpose of " H

her trip to suburban Des added

Moines is to promote her that

new book, “America by Palin

Heart: Reflections on Fam-
ily, Faith and Flag.” But
Democratic and Republi-
can insiders will search
for every possible hint of
‘whether she will seek the
nomination to challenge Pres-
ident Barack Obama in 2012.
Palin, the former Alaska gov-
ernor and 2008 vice presidential

2012 contender or pretender?

lucrative TV show and books
while avoiding the nitty-gritty
‘work of organizing a national
campaign, wooi
impress caucus voters and rais-

nominee, has fed such specula-
tion in recent days. She told
ABC’s Barbara Walters
she thinks she could
beat Obama, adding,
“T'm looking
lay of the land now.”
In a separate
interview, Obama
told Walters, “I

atthe
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as “a strong base of support in
the Republican Party, and |

respect those skills.”

Palin will attend a sec-
ond book-signing event
next week in Iowa,
which holds the
nation’s first presiden-
tial caucuses in 13
months.

ing

drawing big
crowds to
her

Others warn against underes-
timating her ambition or her
ability to snatch the GOP nomi-
nation from a dozen men who

Some political pros  covet t.
suspect i's a “She may run away with it,

tease, a way for and that's something

Palin to keep everybody has to be

hard-to-

‘millions of dollars.

prepared for,” said
Mike Huckabee, who
won the 2008 lowa
~ Republican caucus. He
i weighing another pres-
idential run, and some
feel he wants to set high
expectations for a possible

rival.
‘While Palin’s fans are loyal

See PALIN, 9A
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Volunteers Linda Burley and Nicole Fleisher help serve pie at the
Great Falls Rescue Mission Thursday. They were part of a group
from the Lutheran Church of Sunburst who came to Great Falls to
help with the meal.

Spirit of Thanksgiving
shines at mission meal

By ERIN MADISON
Tribune Staff Writer

Kimber Reddick, of Great
Falls, used to volunteer on holi-
days by serving meals to those in
need when she was in college.

She wanted her daughters to
have that same experience, but
wanted to wait until they were old
enough to appreciate it.

“I think it’s the true spirit of
Thanksgiving,” Reddick said. “So
often families lose sight of what it

‘This year, Reddick decided her
daughters, Madison, 11, and
Mikayla, 14, were ready, so the
whole family spent Thursday
serving meals at the Great Falls
Rescue Mission.

“The Lord truly blessed us with

More inside
@ Holiday event schedule
/Hot Ticket

@ City residents brave weather
in Burn the Bird race /1M

@ Kung Fu Panda, Wimpy
Kid join Macy’s parade
of giant floats /5M

everything,” said Jamey Linn,
who volunteered with the Red-
dicks. “The least we can do is give
back”

‘The group was four of 30 vol-
unteers who served Thanksgiving
dinner to about 200 people at the

See RESCUE MISSION, 3A

Dinosaur castings prompt
federal lawsuit against
Fort Peck Paleontology

Gannett Newspapers

Unreturned castings of bones
from two world-famous tyran-
nosaurus-rex specimens have
paleontologists pursuing a copy-
right lawsuit in federal court for
$8.2 million in damages.

A South Dakota research com-
pany’s castings of T.rex. Stan’s
skull and T.rex. Sue’s arm were
loaned to Fort Peck Paleontology
in Montana several years ago to
help the company piece together
the skull of another T.rex.

“They're two of the most com-
plete T.rex. skeletons that have
been found to date,” said Peter
Larson, president of Black Hills
Institute of Geoluglcal Research
in Hil City, S.D.

“And the most important thing
is they can really capture the
imagination and really get kids
interested in science.”

He said the copyrighted cast-

AP FLE PHOTO
Spectators view the T. rex Sue
after her unveiling at the Field
Museum in Chicago in 2000.

ings of the roughly 65 million-
year-old bones were never
returned, and he can prove the
pieces have been used to make
unauthorized copies of the bones

See LAWSUIT, 9A
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Grateful
Nation

FROM 1A

“These kids are around other
children whose parents also did-
n’t go to college. They’re in a
community of people who aren’t
thinking of going to college. It
creates a mindset where they
don’t think about going either,”
Bell said. “Grateful Nation takes
these children who might not oth-
erwise be academically prepared
and provides the counseling and
mentoring so they’ve not only got
the money, but the grades to get
in and the emotional state of
mind to go to college.”

Thirty-eight Montana service-
members have died in the combat
theaters of Iraq and Afghanistan.
Grateful Nation reports that 28
children are eligible for college
support under the program.

Book to raise funds

With potentially dozens of chil-
dren to send to college and the
possibility for more in need with
each Montana combat death,
Grateful Nation Montana has
established an endowment man-
aged by the UM Foundation.

A new book of quotes from
ancient China, modern Wall
Street and points between is rais-
ing money for the group.

Bell collected the quotes in
“The Best Quotes on Business,
Leadership and Life” for more
than 15 years.

“As I have encountered these
quotes over the years, I have
found they have a unique ability
to educate, enlighten and
inspire,” he wrote in the preface.
“Whether spoken more than 200
years ago by the founding fathers
of our country or by the political
and business leaders of today,

PAGE 3, SECTION A

COURTESY PHOTO
A pair of soldier boots will be part of a Grateful Nation Montana
sculpture at the University of Montana honoring Montana soldiers
who died in Iraq and Aghanistan.

COURTESY PHOTO

A helmet will top a rifle and combat boots in the memorial.

@™ Online memorial

For an online tribute to the 38 Montanans who
died in the Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts
visit www.greatfallstribune.com/mtfallen.
You'll find archived articles and data
on each, plus numerous photographs.
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